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Guildford  Rural  District  Council 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

*J.  E.  IT  AIN  E,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

•MARGARET  A.  POLLOCK,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Visiting  Nurse: 

•Mrs.  E.  M.  E.  LYDDIARD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

P.  ME I) DOWS  TAYLOR,  M.R.San.!.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

No.  1 District: 

K.  G.  FREEMAN,  M.S.I.A. 

No.  2 District: 

R.  B.  BROWN,  M.R.San. I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(Appointed  15.8.49). 

E.  J.  WARD,  A.R.San.I.  (Resigned  21.5.49). 

No.  3 District: 

Miss  M.  E.  NUNN,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Cleansing  Inspector: 

L.  BOND  (Resigned  28.5.49). 

A.  IT.  SMITH  (Appointed  19.9.49). 

Health  Department:  Clerical  Staff: 

* Chief  Clerk,  C.  B.  STUART. 

•X.  C.  BELLAMY. 

*Miss  D.  L.  MONK. 

•Miss  M.  H.  JEFFERSON. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department: 

W.  F.  A.  JOHNSTONE  (Appointed  1.10.49). 

Miss  D.  S.  CROUCHER. 

Mrs.  U.  R.  ATTER  (Resigned  16.2.49). 

Miss  0.  ELLIS. 

Miss  M.  F.  BROWN  (Appointed  14.3.49). 

* Also  acts  in  similar  capacity  for  the  Hambledon  Rural  and  Hasle- 
mere  Urban  Districts. 
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Guildford  Rural  District  Council 


Public  Health  Department, 
Millmead  House, 
Guildford. 

August,  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Guildford  Rural 

District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
heal tli  of  the  District  for  the  year  1949. 

It  was  another  year  of  freedom  from  epidemics  apart  from 
a minor  outbreak  of  measles,  which  fortunately  was  of  a very 
mild  type.  There  is  a further  substantial  increase  of  2,000  in 
the  population  despite  the  smaller  number  of  births.  The  slight 
fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  is  in  common  with  the  Birth  Rate  for  the 
country  as  a whole,  which  has  continued  to  decline  since  its  peak 
in  1947.  The  Rate  for  the  Guildford  Rural  District  remains, 
however,  slightly  above  the  national  average  figure.  The  Death 
Rate  has  now  been  corrected  for  sex,  age  and  population  as  was 
done  before  the  war,  in  order  that  it  may  be  comparable  with 
the  figures  for  the  country  as  a whole.  As  always,  the  figure 
for  Guildford  Rural  District  is  slightly  lower  than  the  national 
figure. 

Infantile  Paralysis  made  its  appearance  again,  four  cases 
being  notified.  This  must  be  expected  to  recur  each  year  now, 
but  viewed  in  its  proper  perspective,  it  is  not  so  alarming  as 
popular  interest  might  suggest.  Four  cases  in  a population  of 
43,000  is  certainly  not  serious.  Many  cases  of  infantile  paralysis 
recover  completely,  without  any  residual  paralysis.  Of  this 
group  of  four  very  severe  cases,  one  died.  It  is  possible  that  the 
epidemic  of  1947  bequeathed  a certain  degree  of  immunity  to 
the  population,  so  that  the  number  of  new  cases  may  remain 
small  for  some  years.  Many  other  diseases  cause  more  deaths 
every  year,  and  some  of  these  are  definitely  preventable. 
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The  risks  of  importation  of  disease  from  abroad  increase  as 
air  travel  becomes  more  commonly  used.  Supervision  of  such 
contacts  with  infectious-  disease,  and  of  people  arriving  in  this 
country  from  infected  places  abroad,  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
Health  Department,  information  being  received  from  the  port 
of  arrival. 

The  old  problems  of  sewage,  main  drainage  and  of  housing 
remain  with  us.  Progress  is  made,  but  it  is  unfortunately  very 
slow. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  the  con- 
tinued high  level  of  efficiency  of  the  sanitary  work  in  this  Dis- 
trict and  reflects  credit  on  all  concerned. 

The  volume  of  work  is  increasing,  and  I am  extremely 
grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  staff,  for  their 
continued  co-operation  and  assistance. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  E.  HAINE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

SUMMARY 


Area  in  Acres  

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (estimate 
supplied  by  Registrar-General)  


1949 

59,782 


1948 

59,782 


41,810  41,290 

(Civilian) 

43,340  (Total) 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate 
Books  

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April  following  year) 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (actual) £1,395  £1,352  12s.  9d. 


12,065 

(May) 

£347,256 


11,800 

(Dec.) 

£337,379 


Number  of  Births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate) 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  

Number  of  Still  Births  

Number  of  Deaths  

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Reg.- 

General’s  Comparability  Factor) 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  year  by 

excess  of  births  over  deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of 

one  year)  

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
child-birth  


698 

17.01 

21 

461 

11.13 

10.13 

237 

21 

30.09 


714 

17.30 

10 

403 

9.7(3 


9Q 


311 

17 

.80 


Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the 
population  

0.13 

0.02 

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  per 
1,000  of  the  population 

0.44 

0.38 

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  per  1,000  of  the 
population  

0.37 

0 38 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the 
population  

0.00 

0.05 

Death-Rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases : Smallpox,  Whooping-cough, 

Measles,  Diarrhoea,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever  and  “ Fever  ” (Typhoid,  Enteric  and 
Typhus),  per  1,000  of  the  population 

0.00 

0.09 

Death-Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  chil- 
dren under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000 

I3 1 1 til s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0.00 

0.05 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per 
1,000  of  the  population  

0.21 

0.2(3 

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
1 a.  tioo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1.90 

1.77 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of  the 
population  

2.80 

2.90 

Death-Rate  from  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
per  1,000  of  the  population  

0.30 

0.31 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ... 

327 

333 

660 

Illegitimate 

15 

23 

38 

Birth-Rate  (per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population) 

17.01 

1948  

...  . • • 

...  ... 

17.29 

For  the  five  years,  1944  to  1948  ... 

...  ... 

18.47 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Still-Births  

11 

10 

21 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

. . o ... 

...  ... 

30.09 

1948  

, • • • ... 

...  ... 

14.01 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  (net) 

235 

226 

461 

1948  

207 

196 

403 

Death-Rate  ...  

...  ... 

...  ... 

11.13 

1948  

. ...  ... 

...  ... 

9.76 

For  the  five  years,  1944  to  1948  ... 

...  ... 

10.87 

Rate  per  1,000 

Total 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes: 

(live 

and  still-) 

births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

. 

...  ... 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

1 

... 

1.4 

Total  ... 

1 ...  ... 

1.4 

Total  for  1948 

0 

... 

0.00 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

...  ... 

30.09 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live 

births  ... 

31.88 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ... 

0.00 

Tlie  following  Table  shows  the  birth  and  death-rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  the  District,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  for 
1948  and  1949. 


COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of 
the  Population. 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

pei 

total 

births 

1949 

1918 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

1949 

1948 

Guildford 

R.D. 

17.01 

17.3 

Crude 

11.13 

9.76 

30.09 

23.8 

1.4 

0.00 

England  and 
Wales 

16.7 

17.9 

Comp. 

10. 13* 
11.7 

10.8 

32 

34 

0.98 

1.02 

*After  correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Comparability  Factor. 


The  Table  on  page  11  shows  the  birth-rates,  death-rates  and 
analysis  of  mortality  for  certain  diseases  during  1949  in  respect  of 
England  and  Wales,  London  and  the  Guildford  Rural  District. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (ALL  AGES). 
(Figures  supplied  by  Registrar-General.) 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 



2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  





— 

3.  Scarlet  fever  

— 

— ■ 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  

4 

3 

7 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

_ 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  



1 

1 

9.  Influenza  

5 

1 

6 

10.  Measles  

— 

— 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis   

1 

1 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  cav.  and  oesoph. 
(m),  uterus  (f)  

1 

5 

6 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

4 

5 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  

12 

12 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

35 

25 

60 

17.  Diabetes  

2 

2 

4 

18.  Intra-cran  : vase:  lesions  

30 

40 

70 

19.  Heart  disease  

57 

65 

122 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 
system  

15 

14 

29 

21.  Bronchitis  

12 

4 

16 

22.  Pneumonia  

11 

8 

19 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  

4 

3 

7 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

1 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 vears 

— — 



_ 

26.  Appendicitis  

1 

— 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

9 

4 

13 

28.  Nephritis  

5 

8 

13 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

■ — 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  

— 

1 

1 

31.  Premature  birth  

5 

1 

6 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injury,  infant  disease 

7 

7 

14 

33.  Suicide  

4 

3 

7 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents  

3 

1 

4 

35.  Other  violent  causes  

3 

1 

4 

36.  All  other  causes  

19 

13 

32 

All  Causes 

235 

226 

461 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER 

1,000  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

England  and 

Guildford  R.D.  Wales. 

Deaths  •••-- 

* — Guildford  Rural  District  Death  Rate  after 
correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Com- 
parability Factor. 


sj:  * * * :i«  :J:  * * 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  194 
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* After  correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Comparability  Factor. 

t The  one  case  was  an  Australian,  a passenger  on  s.s.  “ Mooltan,” 
who  died  in  the  Smallpox  Hospital  in  Guildford  R.D. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  Examinations. — The  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  undertakes  all  routine  examina- 
tions. 

The  following  are  details  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the 


year : 

1949  1948 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  51 

Scarlet  Fever ...  49  29 

Tuberculosis  — 35 

Faeces  — 6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  18 


74  139 


Emergency  Laboratory  Service. — This  is  made  use  of  principally 
for  special  investigations,  particularly  institutional  outbreaks.  Many 
of  the  examinations  this  year  were  in  relation  to  a children’s  nursery 
school,  where  recurrent  outbreaks  of  dysentery  occurred.  The  infec- 
tion was  Giardia  Lamblia. 

The  Laboratory  services  were  made  use  of,  in  all,  37  times  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Water  Analysis. — The  Counties  Public  Healtli  Laboratories  con- 
tinue to  undertake  the  examination  (both  chemical  and  bacteriologi- 
cal) of  water  samples.  143  samples  were  examined  in  1949. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Particulars  are  given  on  the  next  page  of  the  ambulance  services 
operating  in  the  District: 
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(i)  Ambulances  available  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  of  Infec 
tious  Disease : 


Name  of  Authority 

No.  of 

Ambu 

lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

Telephone 

Number 

Green  Lane  Hospital 

2 

1 at  Green  Lane  Hospital, 

Farnham 

+ 

Farnham. 

G015. 

sitting- 

1 at  Heath  & Wiltshire’s 

case  car 

Garage,  Farnham. 

Ottershaw  Joint 

2 

Ottershaw  Isolation 

Otter- 

Hospital  Board 

Hospital. 

shaw  30. 

(ii)  Ambulances  available  for  accident  and  sickness 

cases : 

Name  of  Authority 

No.  of 
Ambu 

lances 

Address  of 
Ambulance  Station 

Telephone 

Number 

St.  John  Ambulance 

6 + 1 

Leas  Road,  Guildford. 

Guildford 

Brigade,  Guildford. 

sitting 

5334 

case  car 

British  Red  Cross 

2 

Church  Street,  Godaiming 

Godalm’g 

Society,  Godaiming. 

1375 

Aldershot  Borough 

1 

Laburnum  Road, 

Aldershot 

Council. 

Aldershot, 

299 

St.  John  Ambulance 

2 

50,  West  Street,  Farnham 

Farnham 

Brigade,  Farnham. 

(part- 

time) 

2 sitting 

6749 

ca^e  cars 

Leatherhead  U.D.C. 

2 

Council  Offices, 

Via  L’hd. 

Leatherhead. 

Fire  Bgde 

L’head 

2226 

Dorking  U.D.C. 

1 

West  Street,  Dorking. 

| Dorking 

Red  Cross. 

1 

West  Street,  Dorking. 

1 2222 

St.  John  Ambulance 

1 

May’s  Garage,  South  St 

Dorking 

Brigade. 

2244 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME, 


Midwives. — There  are  14  Midwives  practising  in  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict supervised  by  the  County  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health.  They  are 
distributed  in  the  following  parishes : 


Albury  ... 

— 

Puttenham 

Aldington 

— 

Ripley 

Ash  and  Normandy  ... 

3 

St.  Martha 

Clandon,  East  ... 

— " 

Seale 

Clandon,  West  ... 

1 

Send 

Compton 

1 

Shackleford 

Effingham 

— 

Shalford 

Horsley,  East  ... 

— . 

Shere 

Horsley,  West 

1 

Tongham 

Ockham 

— 

Wisley  ... 

Pirbright 

— 

Worplesdon 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


District  Nurses. — District  Nurses  are  available  in  every  parish. 
This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Nursing  Association,  act- 
ing as  agents  for  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Health  Visitors. — County  Health  Visitors  visit  homes  under  the 
School  Medical  and  Child  Welfare  Services.  There  are  eight  H.V.s 
distributed  in  the  following  districts:  (a)  Pirbright,  (b)  Send,  Rip- 
ley, Ockham,  E.  and  W.  Clandon,  (c)  Ash,  Normandy  and  Seale  (ex- 
cluding Tongham),  (d)  Aldington,  Compton,  Puttenham,  Shackleford, 
Wanborougli  and  Worplesdon,  (e)  Albury,  St.  Martha,  Shalford, 
Shere  and  Gomshall,  (f)  Holmbury  St.  Mary,  (g)  E.  and  W.  Horsley, 
Effingham,  (j)  Tongham, 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  — Centres  within  the  District  are 
set  out  in  the  table  below: 


Centre 

Address 

1 ’ 

Days  of  Centre 

Ash  

Health  Centre,  Shaw- 

field  Road,  Ash 

Every  Thursday 

Ash  Yale  ... 

Gospel  Hall,  Ash  Vale  . 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays 

Ash  Wyke  ... 

The  Village  Hall,  Nor- 

mandy  

1st  and  3rd  Mondays 

Chil  worth  ... 

Village  Hall,  Chilworth 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays 

Effingham  . . . 

Women’s  Institute, 

Effingham  

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays 

Horsley,  West 

Village  Hall,  West 

Horsley  

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

Holmbury  St. 

Holly  Bush,  Holmbury 

Mary 

St.  Mary  

2nd  and  4th  Fridays 

Peaslake 

Old  School  Room, 

P-easlake  

2nd  and  4tli  Mondays 

Pirbright 

Red  Cross  Hut  

Every  Tuesday 

Puttenham  ... 

Old  School  Room, 

Puttenham  

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays 

Ripley 

Church  Hall,  Ripley  ... 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 

Send  

Men’s  Institute,  Send  . 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays 

Sher-e  

Village  Hall,  Shere  ... 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays 

Shalford  ... 

The  Institute,  Off  King’s 

Road,  Shalford 

Every  Wednesday 

Wood  Street  . 

Church  Hall,  Wood 

Street  

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 

Worplesdon  . 

Memorial  Hall,  Perry 

Hill  

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays 

The  promised  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Tonghani  has  still  not 
been  commenced.  The  attention  of  the  County  Council  was  again 
directed  to  the  need  and  to  the  increased  number  of  children  now 
resident  in  that  area.  After  enquiry,  however,  they  have  stated  that 
they  do  not  consider  the  establishment  of  a Centre  necessary  at  the 
moment,  but  will  reconsider  the  question  later  when  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council’s  Housing  Programme  is  completed  in  Tongham. 


There  are  about  60  children  under  five  years  of  age  in  Tong- 
ham village,  and  a further  60  or  so  on  the  Oxenden  Road  Estate. 
The  nearest  Welfare  Centre  is  at  Shawfield  Road,  Ash,  a consider- 
able distance  from  Tongham,  although  there  is  a Distribution  Centre 
for  orange  juice,  etc.,  at  Seale.  There  is  a considerable  local  de- 
mand for  a Centre  in  Tongham  itself,  and  it  is  intended  to  press  the 
matter  with  the  County  Council  again  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Clinics  serving  the  District  are  held  as 
follows : 


Ash 

Godaiming 

Farnham  (“  Brightwells  ”) 
Woking  Maternity  Home, 
Heathside  Road,  Woking 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guild- 
ford   


2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays,  at  2 p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  9 30  a.m. 
Wednesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Every  Friday  at  10  a.m.,  2nd  and 
4th  Wednesdays  at  2 p.m.,  and 
2nd  Monday  at  10  a.m. 
Monday  and  Thursday,  2 p.m. 
Booking  Clinic,  Friday,  9.30  a.m. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment.  — In-patient  treatment  is  given  at  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  and  at  the  Rowley  Bristow  Home  at 
Pyrford. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics  for  out-patient  treatment  are  available  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1.15 
p.m.,  and  at  the  Rowley  Bristow  Home  on  Thursday  mornings  from 
10.30  to  1 p.m. 


Chest  Clinic.— The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Tower  House,  Epsom  Road, 
Guildford.  Days  and  times  for  the  attendance  of  the  patients  are 
as  follows : 


Mondays  ... 
Wednesdays 
Fridays 


1.30-4  p.m. 
1.30-4  p.m. 
. . . 9.30-12  noon 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — A Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital,  Guildford,  four  days  weekly,  as  follows: 


Mondays  (Females)  ... 
Thursdays  (Females) 
Tuesdays  (Males) 
Fridays  (Males) 
Saturdays  (Males)  ... 


2-7  p.m. 

9.30-11  a.m. 

5-7  p.m. 

5-7  p.m. 

9.30-11.30  a.m. 


Birth  Control. — The  Birth  Control  Clinic  at  6,  Dapdune  Crescent, 
Guildford,  is  held  every  1st  and  2nd  Wednesday  in  the  month  at 
2.40  p.m.,  and  is  administered  by  a Voluntary  Committee. 

The  Clinics  mentioned  above  are  all  administered  by  and  under 
the  control  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  except  where  otherwise 
stated. 
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Home  Nursing  and  Home  Help  Service. — Difficulties  in  operating 
this  scheme  are  especially  great  in  rural  areas,  mainly  owing  to 
travelling.  Cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  tuberculosis,  pre- 
sent special  difficulties,  but  could  be  in  most  cases  overcome  by  care- 
ful and  special  selection  of  Home  Helps  and  instruction  in  the  avoid- 
ance of  infection.  The  need  in  this  type  of  case  is  often  specially 
urgent  and  acute.  Home  Helps  could  also  be  used  much  more  fre- 
quently, if  they  were  available,  for  the  aged  and  infirm.  Help  has 
been  given  in  many  cases  in  this  District,  and  has  been  most  valu- 
able and  greatly  appreciated.  There  is,  however,  great  scope  for 
extension  of  this  scheme. 

TILLINGBOURNE  VALLEY  MOBILE  PHYSIOTHERAPY 
SERVICE. 

This  voluntary  service  has  continued,  and  does  most  valuable 
work  throughout  the  villages  of  Abinger  Hammer,  Albury,  Chilworth, 
Farley  Green,  Gomshall,  Holmbury  St.  Mary,  Peaslake,  Shalford  and 
Shere. 

It  works  in  close  co-operation  with  general  practitioners  and 
with  the  hospitals,  advice  as  to  treatment  being  given,  where  neces- 
sary, by  the  hospital  consultants.  More  than  2,000  treatments  have 
been  given  during  the  year,  and  the  mileage  covered  has  been  more 
than  7,000  miles.  One  could  wish  that  the  service  might  be  extended 
to  cover  other  areas. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  serving  the  District  are  as  follows: 

GeneraL — St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford,  404  beds,  of  which  at 
least  57  are  maternity.  Farnham  County  Hospital,  Hale  Road,  Farn- 
ham,  180  beds.  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  229  beds, 
including  23  private  beds. 

Infectious  Disease. — Ottersliaw  Isolation  Hospital,  66  beds. 
Green  Lane  Hospital,  Farnham,  50  beds. 

Hospital  Bed  Service. — A Hospital  Bed  Service  has  been  insti- 
tuted at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford.  Application  may  be  made 
to  this  Service  where  difficulty  is  -experienced  in  obtaining  admission 
of  patients  to  hospitals  in  this  area. 

MORTUARIES. 

The  District  depends  on  mortuaries  at  Godaiming,  Woking  and 
Farnham.  The  numbers  of  bodies  removed  thereto  from  this  District 
in  1949  were  four,  five  and  eight  respectively.  The  mortuary  at 
Shalford  is  used  occasionally. 


17 


BURIAL  OF  THE  BEAD. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  local 
authority  is  responsible  for  securing  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the 
body  of  any  person  who  has  died,  or  has  been  found  dead,  in  their 
area,  where  no  suitable  arrangements  are  made  by  any  other  person. 
One  case  from  the  Guildford  Rural  District  was  dealt  with  in  1949. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47. 

Application  was  made  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  in 
one  case,  for  an  order  for  the  removal  of  an  elderly  woman  to  hos- 
pital. She  was  living  in  conditions  of  filth  and  neglect,  and  an  order 
was  made. 

In  another  similar  case  it  was  possible  to  succeed  by  persuasion, 
the  person  concerned  going  voluntarily  to  hospital. 

A close  watch  is  now  kept  on  old  people  coming  to  our  notice. 
Many  are  quite  incapable  of  looking  after  themselves  properly,  and 
they  often  live  in  isolated  places  where  outside  help  is  difficult  to 
arrange.  Frequently,  too,  they  are  not  amenable  to  help. 

The  Public  Health  Department  Visiting  Nurse  visits  all  cases 
brought  to  our  notic-e,  and  in  most  of  them  pays  periodical  visits 
subsequently.  Some  are  referred  to  the  County  Welfare  Officer. 

There  is  great  need  of  some  central  co-ordination  of  these  various 
bodies,  in  order  to  prevent  overlapping  and  by  pooling  information  to 
ensure  that  no  old  people  are  neglected. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

All  public  water  supplies  are  sampled  regularly,  and  sampling 
of  private  well  supplies  is  carried  out  when,  for  any  reason,  our 
attention  is  directed  to  them. 

The  drought  made  itself  felt,  and  many  wells  became  either 
actually  dry  or  very  low  and  unsatisfactory.  Certain  of  the  public 
supplies  experienced  difficulties.  These  difficulties  could  be  over- 
come, but  in  view  of  the  joint  scheme  involving  Guildford  and  Godai- 
ming supplies,  the  Cranleigh  and  Chiddingfold  Water  Company  and 
the  Hurtwood  Supply,  the  companies  could  not  be  expected  to  under- 
take heavy  capital  expenditure. 

Consumption  of  water  continues  to  increase,  and  is  likely  to  do 
so  for  years  to  come.  From  some  figures  which  we  have  for  certain 
areas,  consumption  of  water  in  1934  was  about  20  gallons  per  head 
per  day,  and  in  1949  it  had  risen  to  about  35  gallons.  As  a 
bigger  proportion  of  houses  become  equipped  with  main  drainage, 
the  consumption  must  increase. 
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The  following  information  compiled  from  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  water  supplies  in  respect 
of  premises  included  in  the  Survey,  together  with  the  total  number 
of  all  domestic  dwellings  in  the  Parish.  Of  the  total  number  of 
houses  in  each  Parish,  those  not  included  in  the  Survey  may  in  all 
cases  be  presumed  as  having  a satisfactory  piped  supply  either  from 
a private  well  or  from  a public  main. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Total  rated 
dwellings 
as  at 
31.12.49. 

Mains  Supply 

[ 

Rain 

Water 

Cart 

No. 

Parish 

Int. 

Ext. 

Well 

Water 

Tank 

Spring 

Supply 

Albury  

353 

198 

9 

30 

3 

— 

— 

Artington 

115 

79 

1 

11 

— 

— 

Ash  (Church 

1880 

1301 

29 

101 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Ward) 

1 

(Normandy 

616 

442 

13 

20 

1 

— 

— 

Ward) 

East  Clandon 

97 

76 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



West  Clandon 

215 

78 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Compton 

238 

100 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Effingham 

586 

272 

41 

3 

— 

— 

— 

10 

East  Horsley 

869 

81 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Horsley 

677 

263 

3 

7 

6 

— 

— 

3 

Ockham 

169 

80 

2 

5 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Pirbright 

436 

210 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puttenham 

175 

124 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ripley  

481 

262 

2 

— 

— 

— 

* 

1 

St.  Martha 

174 

96 

8 

— 

— 

~ 

• 

— 

Seale 

255 

149 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

(Ex.  Tongham) 

(Tongham)  ... 

259 

188 

7 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Send  

816 

491 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shackleford  ... 

243 

93 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shalford 

952 

491 

12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Shere  

1151 

435 

37 

12 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Wanborough ... 

95 

53 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wisley  

51 

37 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Worplesdon  ... 

1363 

822 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Totals  

12266 

6421 

184 

224 

15 

2 

. 

5 

28 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  nine  small  sewage  disposal  works  at  Council  Housing 
Estates  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Rip- 
ley Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  are  kept  in  order  by  visiting  staff. 
With  the  exception  of  complaints  of  smell  from  the  small  works  at 
the  Wood  Street  Housing  Site,  all  these  small  plants  have  been 
satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  Ripley  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  .which  serves  over  1,500 
houses,  is  maintained  at  a very  high  standard,  and  routine  samples 
of  effluent  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  usual  difficulties  continue  at  the  Shere  Works,  which  are 
still  seriously  overloaded.  A Public  Inquiry  into  the  Tillingbourne 
Valley  Drainage  Scheme  was  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
limited  approval  has  been  received  since  the  end  of  1949.  It  is  hoped 
to  achieve  some  degree  of  temporary  relief,  pending  execution  of 
the  Scheme,  by  the  replacement  of  th.e  ejector  pumps  at  Shalford 
by  new  electric  pumps. 

The  Oxenden  Road  Works  at  Tongham,  serving  some  280  houses, 
are  working  at  their  limit.  The  only  solution  is,  of  course,  the  im- 
plementation of  the  Ash,  Ash  Vale  and  Tongham  Sewerage  Scheme. 
The  Ministry  of  Health  have  held  a Public  Inquiry  into  a modified 
Scheme,  and  -extensions  to  the  Aldershot  sewer  have  been  commenced 
in  preparation  for  the  ultimate  connection  of  the  Scheme  to  their 
sewerage  system. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  North-Eastern  Sewerage  Scheme, 
and  the  following  additional  connections  were  made  during  the  period 
1.4.49  to  31.3.50:— 


Clandon,  West 

• ••  f»»  i • • •••  • • • 

14 

Horsley,  East 

• ••  • • • * • « • » ••• 

61 

Horsley,  West 

• » ( » •••  » t * * • • 

114 

Ripley 

• * • •••  •••  • • • • • • ••• 

18 

Send 

• • • •••  •••  • • • •••  ••• 

98 

Ockham  

The  totals  include  existing  and  new  properties. 

11 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING. 

This  has  continued  satisfactorily.  The  area  of  swamp  at  the 
Stonebridge  Depot  at  Shalford  has  now  been  drained,  and  the  over- 
flow from  the  Godaiming  Borough  Sewage  Farm  cut  off.  As  a result, 
the  mosquito  nuisance  in  the  area,  which  has  given  us  so  much 
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trouble  in  recent  years,  has  been  considerably  reduced,  and  the  addi- 
tional land  now  available  can  be  taken  into  use  for  refuse  disposal. 
A large  area  of  the  Godaiming  Sewage  Works  is  looked  upon  as  the 
principal  breeding-ground,  since  there  is  generally  considerable  stand- 
ing water  or  diluted  sewage  matter,  and  it  is  obvious  that  mosquitoes 
of  the  type  causing  the  complaints  do  breed  there. 

Cesspool  Emptying. — A note  on  cesspool  emptying  is  included  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  discovered  in  1949. 
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HOUSING 


Progress  in  housing  continues  at  a very  slow  rate.  The  number 
of  applicants  on  the  list  at  31st  December,  1949,  was  1,450,  as  com- 
pared with  1,300  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

The  demand  for  rehousing  is  ever-increasing,  as  also  is  the  num- 
ber of  distressing  cases.  As  children  grow  older,  conditions  become 
more  difficult,  and  the  necessity  for  young  couples  to  share  accom- 
modation with  their  families  creates  special  complications. 

Special  consideration  is  given  to  the  rehousing  of  families  where 
there  is  a case  of  tuberculosis.  The  risk  of  spread  of  the  disease  is 
sometimes  very  considerable  when  families  are  living  in  crowded  or 
overcrowded  conditions,  and  the  aim  in  rehousing  is  to  provide  suffi- 
cient accommodation  for  pulmonary  cases  to  have  their  own  bed- 
rooms. 

The  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  older  houses  continues,  as 
is  inevitable  while  the  rate  of  building  of  new  houses  is  so  slow. 
Practically  no  progress  can  be  made  with  the  demolition  of  the  525 
houses  scheduled  as  unfit  under  Category  V of  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  and  during  1949  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of 
two  properties  only.  The  Home  Farm  Estate,  Effingham,  has  been 
under  review,  and  at  the  end  of  1949  a special  survey  was  in  pro- 
gress to  give  the  Council  a complete  and  detailed  picture  of  condi- 
tions in  the  60  or  so  shacks  and  temporary  buildings  on  the  estate. 

Applications  for  licences  for  caravans  continue  to  increase.  More 
and  more  people  are  finding  van-dwelling  is  the  only  solution,  how- 
ever unsatisfactory  it  may  be,  to  their  housing  need. 

The  only  control  which  the  District  Council  exercises  is  in  con- 
nection with  water  supply  and  sanitation.  Fuller  control  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Committee. 

This  problem  of  van  dwellers  will  continue  to  increase,  and  will 
become  more  serious  and  more  difficult  of  control  as  the  years  go  by. 
Many  people  will  use  their  caravans  as  permanent  homes,  either  be- 
cause it  is  a cheap  method  of  living,  or  because  they  are  unable  to 
rise  above  such  a level  of  existence.  As  time  goes  by,  the  caravans 
will  become  more  dilapidated,  whilst  the  number  of  children  reared 
under  these  conditions  will  increase,  leading  to  perpetuation  and 
aggravation  of  the  difficulties. 

It  becomes  ever  more  apparent  that  the  only  satisfactory  mea- 
sure will  be  the  establishment  of  controlled  camping  grounds  for  the 
type  of  caravan  used  in  lieu  of  housing.  Such  camping  grounds  can 
be  provided  with  reasonable  services,  including  sanitation  and  ablu- 
tions. Such  sites,  managed  either  by  private  individuals  or  by  the 
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Council,  would  be  preferable  to  tbe  scattering  of  caravans  indis- 
criminately over  the  countryside,  often  in  unsuitable  locations.  These 
established  camping  grounds  would  not  be  likely  to  affect  the  gipsy 
type  of  van-dweller,  who  have  never  known  a house  and  who  are 
jealous  of  their  independence  and  nomadic  existence. 

The  caravan  site  at  the  Three  Frogs  Cafe  has  been  under  con- 
stant review.  There  are  some  40  caravans  on  the  site.  The  situa- 
tion and  general  lay-out  are  quite  good,  and  with  attention  to  sanita- 
tion and  ablution  facilities  the  site  could  be  made  satisfactory. 

The  special  housing  estate  at  Government  Road,  Ash,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  van  dwellers  on  the  two  Clearance  Areas,  The 
Bogs  and  The  Quadrant,  was  commenced  during  1949.  There  will 
be  40  houses  on  this  site  when  completed. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  114 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  718 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  [1]  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925/32  67 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  484 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  10 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation 104 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 144 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  The 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  wrhich  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  2 


B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re- 
medied   3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ......  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(3)  Notices  served  under  Section  11  (1)  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1936,  dwelling  houses  closed  on  under- 
taking of  Owner — 

(4)  Notices  served  under  Section  11  (1)  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1936,  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  on 
undertaking  of  Owners  2 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 
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HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Council's  Housing  Programme  as 
at  31st  December,  1949. 


Parish 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
ultimately 
to  be 
erected 

Total 

Immediate 

Pro- 

gramme 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
in  course  oi 
construc- 
tion 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
Completed 

Albury  

30 

9 

9 

Ash  & Normandy 

324 

266 

52 

186 

Clandon  (West)  . 

70 

60 

8 

28 

Compton  

31 

31 

17 

14 

Effingham  

32 

20 

8 

12 

Horsley  (East)  . 

42 

42 

36 

— 

Horsley  (West)  . 

92 

92 

— 

74 

Pirbright  

28 

28 

12 

16 

Puttenham 

36 

8 

■ — 

• — 

Ripley  

112 

112 

2 

8 

Seale  & Tongliam 

104 

16 

6 

70 

Send  

74 

74 

12 

62 

Shackleford 

22 

22 

- — 

22 

Slialford  

148 

46 

8 

76 

Shere  

97 

78 

10 

34 

Worplesdon 

154 

154 

— " 

124 

Total  

1,396 

1,058 

180 

766 

I 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  came  into  operation  on 
October  1st.  This  transferred  the  supervision  of  milk  production  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Council  remaining  re- 
sponsible, generally  speaking,  for  the  conditions  of  distribution.  It 
is  a loss  that  the  direct  contact  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with  the 
producers,  with  their  great  experience  and  personal  influence,  should 
have  been  brought  to  an  end. 

In  this  District  milk  production  was  very  carefully  and  systemati- 
cally supervised. 

The  responsibility  for  clean  milk  production  now  rests  with  the 
Ministry,  who  naturally  are  most  concerned  with  the  health  of  the 
stock.  The  duty  of  the  District  Council  is  in  seeing  that  only  whole- 
some and  clean  milk  is  distributed  to  consumers.  This  ought  to  entail 
close  liaison  between  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors  and  the  District  Sani- 
tary Inspectors,  and  no  doubt  this  will  be  achieved  as  the  new  order 
of  things  gets  into  its  stride. 

The  amount  of  milk  sampling  has  not  been  reduced,  but  will 
rather  tend  to  increase.  All  milks  distributed  are  sampled  systemati- 
cally. Since  these  are  usually  mixed  milks  from  various  farms,  con- 
siderable further  investigation  and  sampling  is  necessary  to  localise 
any  unsatisfactory  supplies.  The  advantages  of  direct  sampling  at 
the  source  of  production  are  obvious. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  milk  supplied  to  schools, 
samples  of  all  such  supplies  being  examined  regularly  once  a month. 

There  is  still  great  ignorance  amongst  the  public  generally  of  the 
meaning  of  the  different  grades  of  milk.  This  is  not  helped  by  the 
multiplicity  of  colours  and  patterns  of  caps  used  to  seal  milk  bottles. 
Standardisation  of  these,  so  that  each  designation  of  milk  should 
have  a distinguishing  colour  of  cap  uniform  throughout  the  country, 
would  be  a great  help.  People  are  frequently  interested  in  the  gaily 
coloured  caps,  but  at  present  different  distributors  may  use  similar 
colours  for  totally  different  kinds  of  milk. 

WATERCRESS  BEDS. 

The  conditions  at  the  watercress  farm  at  Gomshall  are  watched, 
and  periodical  samples  of  the  wat-er  taken  for  analysis. 

MEAT. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  is  noted  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  As,  however,  the  central  abattoir 
in  the  Guildford  Borough  is  mainly  used,  little  slaughtering  has  been 
carried  out  in  them  apart  from  a few  pigs. 


26 


ANTHRAX. 

Four  cases  of  suspected  anthrax  were  reported  from  the  Guild- 
ford Rural  District  during  1949,  but  none  was  confirmed. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  follow- 
ing table,  which  shows  the  number  of  samples  analysed,  and  action 
taken  in  respect  of  this  District,  during  1949. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Return  of  Samples  submitted  by  the  Surrey  County  Council 

and  Analysed  During  1949. 


Analysed 

Adulterated  or 

Articles 

Irregular 

Prose- 

Con- 

cutions 

victions 

In- 

In- 

Formal 

formal 

Total 

Formal 

formal 

Total 

Food  : 

Milk 

141 

29 

170 

13 

1 

14 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

Sausage  Meat 

1 

— 

1 

Soft  Drinks  

— 

2 

2 

Spirits  ...  

5 

— - 

5 

Vinegar  

— 

2 

2 

Drugs  : 

Epsom  Salts  

— 

1 

1 

Glycerine  

1 

1 

Totals  

147 

36 

183 

13 

1 

14  ! 

1 

1 
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DETAILS  OF  MILK  ANALYSIS  RESULTS,  1949. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


GENERAL. 

The  total  number  of  eases  notified  during  the  year  was  503, 
as  compared  with  418  in  1949. 

Following  are  details  of  cases  notified : 


Disease 

1948 

1949 

1949 

Increase  + 
Decrease  — 

Polio-Encephalitis  

2 

1 

— 1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Scarlet  Fever  

52 

30 

— 22 

Diphtheria  

1 

— 

— 1 

Pneumonia  

6 

8 

+ 2 

Acute  Anterior 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

5 

+ 4 

Erysipelas  

2 

8 

+ 6 

Undulant  Fever  

• — 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . .... 

1 

1 

— 

Amoebic  Dysentery  

— 

2 

+ 2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.... 

1 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Measles  

194 

392 

+ 198 

Whooping  Cough  

157 

50 

—107 

Malaria  

— 

i 

4-  l 

Enceph-Myelitis  

1 

— l 

Lymphocytic  Choreo 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Tvphoid  Fever  

— 

1 

+ 1 

J 4 otal  ..... 

418 

503 

+ 85 
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SMALLPOX 

From  time  to  time  a number  of  contacts  of  cases  of  smallpox 
come  into  the  district.  As  an  example,  we  had  a good  many  contacts 
connected  with  the  “ Mooltan  ” outbreak,  hut  fortunately  no  cases  of 
smallpox  developed.  This  outbreak,  it  will  he  remembered,  was 
spread  by  a case  of  smallpox  on  board  the  s.s.  “ Mooltan  ” when  she 
arrived  in  this  country  in  April.  It  led  to  the  opening  of  the  Clandon 
Smallpox  Hospital,  to  which  13  cases  and  four  suspected  cases  were 
admitted  from  the  districts.  There  were  six  deaths,  four  of  them 
being  in  unvaccinated  people. 

A man  of  40  years,  a contact  once  removed  of  a “ Mooltan  ” pas- 
senger, developed  a very  severe  rash  resembling  smallpox,  and  speci- 
mens of  macules  and  pustules  were  sent  to  the  Colindale  Laboratory 
for  investigation.  The  case  proved,  however,  to  be  a very  severe 
chickenpox. 

VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  being  no  longer  compulsory  since  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  there  is  a danger  of  the 
public  developing  a sense  of  false  security  and  thinking  that  immunity 
exists.  Recent  events  have  shaken  this  belief.  Only  if  a high  per- 
centage of  the  population  are  vaccinated  can  the  disease  be  con- 
trolled, as  the  danger  is  ever  present  due  to  rapid  transport  facilities. 

We  now  send  to  parents  an  explanatory  leaflet  and  offer  vaccina- 
tion against  smallpox  along  with  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
when  their  child  is  six  months  old: 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  vaccination  carried  out  in 
the  Guildford  Rural  District  during  1949 : — 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  Re- vaccinated) 

Age  at  31st 


Dec.,  1949, 
i.e.,  born  in 
years 

Under  1 

1 

to  4 

5 

to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1949 

1945 

to  1948 

1935 

to  1944 

Before  1935 

Number 

vaccinated 

201 

23 

5 

Nil 

229 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

— 

1 

14 

44 

59 

All  the  above  were  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  with  the 
exception  of  the  following : — 

Primary  Vaccinations  Under  1 — Welfare  C’ntr’  27.  This  Dept.  4 

1 to  4 — Welfare  C’ntr’  9.  This  Dept.  2 

There  were  no  cases  of  illness  or  other  complications  arising  out 
of  vaccination  reported  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

One  outbreak  only  was  reported,  involving  Shalford  School.  On 
3rd  May  19  children  and  four  staff  were  reported  to  be  ill  following 
the  school  dinner  on  2nd  May.  From  ingestion  to  onset  of  illness 
was  12  hours,  but  in  one  case  only  4i  hours.  The  main  symptoms 
were  abdominal  pain  followed  by  diarrhoea.  This  was  more  sever-e 
in  three  cases,  and  was  associated  with  blood  in  the  stool.  The  dura- 
tion of  illness  was  from  12  to  24  hours. 

Laboratory  investigation  was  undertaken,  and  no  organisms  were 
isolated  from  any  specimens  submitted.  Food  samples  were  unfor- 
tunately not  available,  as  the  remainder  of  the  meal  responsible  for 
the  outbreak  had  been  thrown  away. 

The  place  of  origin  and  preparation  of  the  food  was  the  Chil- 
worth  Canteen.  An  exhaustive  investigation  was  made  here,  and  it 
is  suspected  that  insufficient  sterilisation  of  containers  was  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak.  This  has  since  been  improved. 

Two  other  isolated  cases  occurred.  -A  school-girl  was  admitted 
to  hospital  in  August  with  severe  gastro-enteritis  which  proved  to 
be  due  to  salmonella  typhi-murium  (sertrycke).  The  source  of  infec- 
tion was  not  proved,  but,  being  an  isolated  case,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  school  meals  or  school  conditions. 

A cook  at  a private  school  was  admitted  to  hospital  suffering 
from  severe  gastroenteritis.  Fortunately  none  of  the  children  at  the 
school  was  affected.  The  cause  of  the  trouble  was  found  to  be  an 
unidentifiable  salmonella  due  to  eafing  stale  meat.  The  patient  made 
a complete  recovery,  and  resumed  her  duties  11  weeks  lat-er  after 
four  negative  reports  had  been  obtained. 

Food  poisoning  is  becoming  a more  frequent  occurrence  than  for- 
merly, due  possibly  to  changing  habits  of  the  people.  More  people 
eat  out,  more  canteens  provide  communal  meals,  and  more  prepared 
or  pre-cooked  food  is  eaten  in  the  homes.  The  risks  increase  unless 
the  strictest  care  is  taken  in  the  preparation  of  all  food  and  the 
standards  of  hygiene  in  canteens  maintained  at  the  highest  level. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  a minor  epidemic  of  measles  during  February  and 
March,  mainly  in  children  under  10.  The  disease  was,  however,  of  a 
mild  nature,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  in  late  October  and 
November.  They  were  of  a very  much  more  severe  type  than  has 
been  usual  in  recent  years,  with  respiratory  paralysis  and  consider- 
able limb  involvement,  and  one  case — a boy  of  seven — died  in  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

On  22nd  December  the  B.B.C.  broadcast  information  that  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  had  arisen  amongst  members  of  the  crew  of  the  s.s. 
“ Mooltan,”  which  arrived  in  this  country  from  India  on  14th  Decem- 
ber. Passengers  and  crew  were  asked  to  report  to  their  private 
doctors  for  checking,  and  as  a result  of  this,  one  man  resident  in  our 
District,  who  had  travelled  with  the  crew  as  a “ distressed  seaman,” 
reported  to  his  doctor  and  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease, 
subsequent  bacteriological  investigation  confirming  the  diagnosis. 
Although  he  had  felt  off-colour  and  complained  of  the  cold,  little  im- 
portance would  have  been  attached  to  his  symptoms  had  the  radio 
appeal  not  been  made.  This  demonstrates  the  value  of  such  appeals, 
for  the  man  was  recorded  neither  on  the  list  of  passengers  nor  of  the 
crew,  and  had  his  case  gone  undiscovered,  it  is  conceivable  that  he 
could  have  given  rise  to  many  further  cases  in  this  District.  Of 
pai  ticulai  interest  in  the  case  was  the  fact  that  the  mother  was 
stated  to  have  had  typhoid  fever  in  1926,  and  that  the  patient  had 
worked  in  the  ship’s  galley  on  the  voyage.  It  seemed  just  possible, 
therefore,  that  he  might  have  been  the  originator  of  the  outbreak  in 
the  Mooltan  had  he  been  a carrier  infected  from  his  mother. 
Careful  and  repeated  bacteriological  examinations,  however,  ruled 
out  this  possibility,  all  tests  from  the  mother  and  other  members  of 
the  family  proving  negative. 

JAUNDICE. 

In  November  it  was  noticed  that  there  were  several  ca&es  of 
jaundice  amongst  children  attending  the  Effingham  schools,  and  en- 
quiries revealed  that  there  were  a number  of  other  cases  in  the 
parish.  In  the  absence  of  notification  by  the  private  doctors,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  possible  to  estimate  the  full  extent  of  the  -epidemic. 
It  subsided  soon  after  the  New  Year. 

diphtheria. 

During  the  year  1949  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  the 
Guildford  Rural  District. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the  maintained  schools 
is  very  satisfactory.  This  figure  tends  to  fall  slightly  short  of  100 
per  cent,  for  two  reasons:  (1)  A child  is  not  counted  as  immunised 
until  he  has  received  his  second  injection;  (2)  although  consent  is 
given  for  immunisation,  the  child  may  be  absent  from  school  through 
illness  on  the  day  the  school  is  visited. 


Children  under  5 years  of  age.— The  immunisation  figure  for 

children  under  5 lias  risen  appreciably  during  the  past  12  months 

despite  the  certainty  that  we  are  still  not  receiving  notification  of  all 

cases  immunised  by  private  doctors.  The  appended  table  gives  de- 
tails. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE 


YEARS  OE  AGE 


Immunised  1/1/49 
to  31/12/49 

Immunised 
prior  to 

1/1/49 

Estimated 
Population 
under  5 years 

Percentage 

Immunised 

1949 

384 

1.117 

3.330 

(Reg. -Gen.  Estimate  1949) 

45.07 

1948 

277 

981 

3.225 

39.00 

(Reg. -Gen.  Estimate  1948) 

CHILDREN  BETWEEN  1 HE  AGES  OE  5-15  YEARS 
(Treatment  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Department) 


Immunised 
1/1/49  to 
31/12/49 

Re- 

Immunised 
1/1/49  to 
31/12/49 

Immunised 
prior  to 
1/1/49  and 
still  at 
School 

Estimated 

Population 

5-15  years 

Per- 

centage 

Immu- 

nised 

1949 

83 

313 

3,361 

3.859 

(S.C.C.  Schools) 
5,481 

(Reg. -Gen.  Estimate  1949) 

89.25 

74.24 

1948 

120 

1,095 

3,200 

3,763 

(S.C.C.  Schools) 
5.310 

(Reg. -Gen.  Estimate  1948) 

88.23 

75.99 

IMMUNISED  IN  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS 
(Information  obtained  from  Principals  of  12  Private  Schools  out  of 

20  circularised) 


No.  of  Children 
on  Register 

No.  Immunised 

Percentage 

Immunised 

677 

625 

92.32 
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HOME  VISITING  OF  PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  children  who  are  immunised  against  diphtheria 
in  their  own  homes  by  appointment  continues  to  increase.  This  ser- 
vice is  v-ery  popular,  and  was  started  to  meet  the  needs  of  parents 
who  are  unable  to  visit  their  private  doctors  or  the  Welfare  Centre 
for  various  domestic  reasons.  The  number  of  requests  for  this  ser- 
vice reveals  a surprisingly  large  section  of  the  community  for  whom 
no  provision  had  previously  been  made,  and  these  children  would 
otherwise  not  receive  treatment.  The  number  of  children  treated 
under  this  scheme  during  1949  was  as  follows : — 

First  Injections  ...  ...  ...  64 

Second  Injections  ...  ...  68 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  performed  at  the  same  time  as 
immunisation  against  diphtheria,  if  this  is  required. 

Schick-testing  in  Schools. — In  order  to  get  a clear  conception 
of  the  state  of  immunity  prevailing  against  diphtheria  amongst  school 
children  in  the  district,  and  to  test  the  efficacy  of  treatment  already 
given,  it  was  decided  to  launch  a Schick-testing  campaign.  This 
proved  a rather  arduous  and  time-consuming  task,  being  spread  over 
the  whole  year,  but  the  results  obtained  were  very  gratifying. 

Children  selected  for  Schick-testing  included  those  who  had  re- 
ceived primary  immunisation  but  were  not  due  to  receive  a rein- 
forcing dose.  The  time  interval  since  immunisation  was  performed 
therefore  varied  from  1 to  5 years,  and  the  testing  was  made  to  coin- 
cide as  far  as  possible  with  the  routine  immunisation  visits  to  schools. 

The  numbers  of  children  who  were  Schick-tested  in  the  day 
schools  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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SCHICK  TESTING. 

Extensive  Schick  Testing  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  table  gives  details  by  schools.  In  all  cases  where  the 
result  of  the  test  was  positive  the  child’s  history  was  investigated, 
and  it  was  found  that  in  no  case  had  a proper  full  course  of  immuni- 
sation been  carried  out. 

No.  of  Children 

School  Schick  Tested 

Ash  Common  C.  of  E.  School  ...  71 

Cliilworth  C.  of  E.  School ...  34 

East  Clandon  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

West  Clandon  C.  of  E.  School  ...  18 

Compton  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  10 

Effingham  Secondary  School  ...  ...  ...  ..  100 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  3 

East  Horsley  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  31 

West  Horsley  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  50 

Peaslake  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  32 

Pirbright  County  Primary  School  ...  ...  57 

Puttenham  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ripley  C.  of  E.  School  ...  ...  ...  62 

Send  Secondary  School  ...  ...  60 

Seale  C.  of  E.  School 15 

Shackleford  C.  of  E.  School  ...  25 

Shalford  County  Primary  Infants’  School  ...  ...  41 

Shalford  County  Primary  Senior  School  ...  ...  ...  159 

Tongham  C.  of  E.  School 44 

Perry  Hill,  Worplesdon  School  71 

Wood  Street  County  Primary  School  ...  65 

Tillingbourne  County  Secondary  School 83 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,052 


Out  of  the  above  total,  seven  children  were  found  to  have  a 
positive  result. 

It  was  found,  after  careful  investigation,  that  in  not  one  of  the 
seven  cases  where  a positive  result  was  obtained  had  the  child  been 
properly  protected  by  immunisation.  These  children  have  since  all 
received  a reinforcing  dose. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1949. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1949.  AGE  INCIDENCE. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis.) 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  Tuberculosis),  1949. 

PARISH  BY  PARISH. 
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Totals  7 8 57  5 5 17  24  48  11  9 8 3 68  12  42  4/  17  15  37  i—  1 62  503 


SCHOOL  ABSENTEES 

The  table  on  page  42  shows  the  number  of  children  absent  from 
school  suffering,  or  suspected  to  b-e  suffering,  from  any  infectious 
or  contagious  disease,  including  contacts  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  VISITING  NURSE 

The  work  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  continues  arduous,  and  is  an  in- 
dispensable part  of  the  health  services  in  the  District.  Her  visits 
are  summarised  below,  but  in  addition  she  plays  a most  valuable  pait 
in  general  health  education  and  instruction  in  hygiene. 

She  visits  regularly  old  people  who  might  otherwise  be  neglected, 
and  also  assists  with  immunisation  in  schools  and  undertakes  most 
of  the  visits  to  infectious  cases  formerly  done  by  the  Sanitary  In- 


spectors. 

Scabies  Visits  68 

Special  Home  Visits  ...  ...  214 

School  Immunisation  Visits  ...  196 

Scarlet  Fever  Contacts  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Tuberculosis  Visits  ...  ...  61 

Home  Immunisation  Visits  321 

Pediculosis  Home  Visits  16 

Miscellaneous  39 


Total  ...  944 


The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  scabies  and  pediculosis 
(head-lice)  cases  treated  in  the  District  during  the  year  1949: 


Month 

Number  Treated 

Scabies 

Pediculosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

January  

1 

February  

— 

2 

March  

4 

5 

9 

April  

— 

1 



May  

— 

8 

June  

— 

1 

July  

— 

1 

_ 

August  

— 

_ 

September 

— 



5 

October  

— 

3 

3 

November 

— 

__ 

December  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

23 

— 

17 
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SCHOOL  ABSENTEES,  1949. 


School 

Scarlet  Fever 

Chicken-pox 

S Measles 

German  Measles 

Jaundice 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Mumps 

J 

th 

3 

0 

CJ 

1 

z/w 

r* 

*—* 

H, 

o 

o 

£1 

£ 

| Scabies 

Totals 

Albury  C.  of  E 

l 

— 

41 

5 

47 

Ash  Common  C.  of  E.... 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Ash  Vale  County  Primary 

— 

— 

— 

Victoria  Hall,  Ash 

— 

Ash  Walsh  C.  of  E 

1 

1 

24 

— 

26 

Ash  Wyke  

— 

Chilworth  C.  of  E. 

6 

6 

Clandon,  East,  C.  of  E. 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■> 

Clandon,  West,  C.  of  E 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Compton  C.  of  E. 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Effingham  County  Primary  ... 

4 

4 

2 

70 

88 

Holmbury  St.  Mary  C.  of  E.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Horsley,  East,  C.  of  E. 

2 

16 

5 

— 

42 

65 

Horsley,  West,  C.  of  E. 

— 

— 

— 

Ockham  C.  of  E. 

— 

Peaslake  C.  of  E. 

5 

1 

— 

6 

Pirbright  County  Primary 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Puttenham  C.  of  E. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ripley  C.  of  E.... 

— 

1 

64 

2 

' — 

67 

Seale  C.  of  E.  ... 

— 

— 

4 

1 

4 

9 

Send  C.  of  E.  Primary 

4 

— 

26 

3 

1 

34 

Shackleford  C.  of  E.  ... 

23 

8 

— 

4 

35 

Shalford  County  Primary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

1 

15 

Shalford  Infants 

— 

— 

7 

5 

12 

Shere  C.  of  E.  ... 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Tongham  C.  of  E. 

— 

2 

— 

4 

6 

Wood  Street  County  Primary 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Worplesdon,  Perry  Hill 

County  Primary 

' 

13 

13 

Totals 

21 

47 

158 

3 

8 

5 

184 

. 

15 

5 

446 
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CANCER 


There  were  83  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  1949 : 37 
male  and  46  female.  The  age  incidence  of  these  persons  is  shown 
in  the  table  below: 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Site 

Under 

20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70-80 

Over 

80 

Totals 

Grand 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1948 

1949 

Alimentary 

Canal  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

5 

9 

14 

20 

23 

Breast 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

12 

7 

12 

Lung 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

2 

— 

8 

3 

15 

11 

Liver 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

7 

8 

Tongue 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other 

1 

4 

3 

6 

3 

4 

3 

3 

2 

18 

11 

23 

29 

1949 

— 



. 

_ 

3 

3 

4 

6 

11 

16 

8 

6 

10 

6 

9 

37 

46 

83 

1948 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

5 

7 

6 

10 

14 

8 

4 

5 

35 

37 

72 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  cancer  during  the 
last  sixteen  years : 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  THE  LAST  SIXTEEN 

YEARS. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

1934 

27 

19 

1935 

30 

34 

1936 

33 

23 

1937 

28 

31 

1938 

25 

25 

1939 

28 

37 

1940 

19 

41 

1941 

30 

42 

1942 

29 

41 

1943 

38 

55 

1944 

42 

33 

1945 

41 

34 

1946 

26 

41 

1947 

43 

33 

1948 

35 

37 

1949 

37 

46 

Total 


46 

64 
56 

59 
50 

65 

60 
72 
70 
93 
75 

75 
67 

76 
72 
83 


Death-Rate 


1.45 

1.95 
1.73 
1.75 
1.42 
1.62 
1.58 
1.75 
1.79 
2.47 
1.08 
2.35 
1.77 

1.96 
1.77 
1.90 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  OP  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  cases  on 
the  Register  at  31st  December  for  the  last  12  years: 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  No. 
on  Register 
at  31st  December 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

- 

1938 

56 

36 

21 

27 

140 

1939 

58 

48 

21 

28 

155 

1940 

75 

52 

21 

36 

184 

1941 

82 

57 

27 

39 

205 

1942 

85 

64 

30 

45 

224 

1943 

90 

61 

33 

32 

216 

1944 

101 

70 

37 

60 

268 

1945 

103 

74 

33 

59 

269 

1946 

113 

81 

41 

57 

292 

1947 

117 

84 

40 

50 

291 

1948 

118 

83 

43 

52 

296 

1949 

129 

83 

45 

58 

315 

During  1949  there  were  30  new  cases 


distributed  in  the  following  Parishes : 


(Primary). 


They  were 


Abinger  Hammer  ... 

1 

Normandy  ... 

1 

Albury 

— 

Peasmarsh 

1 

Aldington  

1 

Ripley  

1 

Ash  

1 

Shackleford 

2 

Ash  Vale 

5 

Shalford 

7 

Clandon,  West 

— 

Send  

— 

Chilworth 

1 

Shere 

- — 

Effingham  

1 

Seale  

2 

Horsley,  East 

— 

Tongham 

2 

Horsley,  West 

1 

Wisley 

1 

Holmbury  St.  Mary 

1 

Worplesdon 

1 

The  Table  on  page  44 

shows 

the  new  cases  and  deaths 

in  age 

periods ; pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  figures  are  given  separately. 


The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  and  deaths  in  the 
District,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population 
during  the  past  10  years : 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Notification 

Kate 

Deaths 

Death-Rate  per 
1,000  of  the 
Population 

1940 

45 

1.18 

17 

0.45 

1941 

34 

0.83 

16 

0.39 

1942 

43 

1.09 

22 

0.56 

1943 

47 

1 25 

24 

0.64 

1944 

43 

1.16 

9 

0.24 

1945 

30 

0.82 

20 

0.54 

1946 

46 

1.22 

9 

0.24 

1947 

28 

0.72 

10 

0.26 

1948 

26 

0.63 

10* 

0.24 

1949 

43 

1.03 

11 

0.26 

* 10  deaths — 10  died  in  1948 ; 6 died  in  previous  years,  but  only 
reported  to  us  in  1948» 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  THE  ANNUAL  NOTIFICATIONS 
AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  (20  to  70) 
Deaths  From  Tuberculosis  (0  to  25  ... 


Numbers  on  Register  of  notified  cases  (100  to 
350)  •••  
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Tuberculous  Glands  at  Shalford. — Eight  cases  of  tubercular 
adenitis  occurred  in  the  Shalford  district. 

Since  this  disease  is  usually  milk-borne,  a special  investigation 
was  made  of  all  milk  supplies  distributed  in  the  area.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  any  infection  of  the  milk,  but  the  matter  is  being  kept 
under  observation. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Care  Committee  year  now  runs  from  1st  April  to  31st  March, 
and  the  following  figures  are  in  respect  of  the  period  1st  January, 
1949,  to  31st  March,  1950. 

The  Committee  h-eld  only  two  meetings  during  the  period,  the 
Chairman,  in  consultation  with  the  Hon.  Secretary,  having  exercised 
delegated  powers  to  deal  with  day-to-day  cases  submitted  by  the  Care 
Almoner.  The  number  of  cases  considered  was  18. 

Assistance  was  given  in  the  following  forms  (some  patients  re- 
ceiving help  under  more  than  one  heading)  : — 


Pocket  money  2 

Rail  and  bus  fares  6 

Beds,  bedding,  -etc.  3 

Clothing  and  footwear  4 

Payment  of  school  fees  ...  ...  1 

Payment  of  outstanding  bills  ...  2 
Grants  for  extra  nourishment  ...  3 

Christmas  grants  of  10/-  each  ...  9 


The  total  expenditure  involved  by  these  grants  was  £114  18s.  2d., 
as  against  £56  3s.  lid.  in  1948. 

The  Care  Committee  had  a balance  of  £126  15s.  3d.  in  hand  at 
31st  March,  1950. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


INSPECTIONS. 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  In 
spectors  during  the  year  was  3,737,  in  accordance  with  the  fol 
lowing  table  : 

VISITS. 


Water  Supplies  

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Factories  and  Workshops  

Bakehouses  

Slaughterhouses,  Butchers’  Shops,  etc 

Shops  

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

Knackers’  Yards  

Refuse  : 

Collection  

Disposal  

Swimming  Pools  

Infectious  Disease  

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Rats  and  Mice 

Milk  Sampling  

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Housing  Inspections  

Re-inspections  

Other  Housing  Visits  

Drainage  

Enquiries — Food  Poisoning  

Smoke  Observations  

Other  Miscellaneous  Visits  


196 

73 

10 

5 

52 

55 

204 

5 

24 

55 

o 

O 

31 

59 

146 

378. 

24 

129 

493 

210 

1,250 

5 

330 


Total  3,737 

NOTICES. 

Statutory  Notices  Served  13 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  405 

Total 418 


Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  14 

Preliminary  Notices  Complied  With  206 
Notices  Not  Complied  With  199 


Total 419 
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SUMMARY. 


Milk  Samples  for  Bacterial  Examination  : 


Satisfactory  320 

Unsatisfactory  36 

Water  Samples  for  Analysis  : 

Main  Supplies  : 

Satisfactory  127 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Well  Supplies  : 

Satisfactory  13 

Unsatisfactory  2 

Spring  Supplies  : 

Satisfactory  1 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Water  Cress  Bed  Samples  — 

Infected  Premises  Disinfected  10 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODSTUFF— MILK. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

There  were  registered  in  the  Rural  Area  at  30tli  September, 
1949,  146  producers  of  milk ; of  these,  43  wer-e  producers  of  tuber- 
culin tested  milk  and  35  producers  of  accredited  milk,  these  licences 
being  granted  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Milk  was  supplied  by  retail  within  the  Rural  District  by  58 
registered  purveyors,  14  of  these  having  dairy  premises  situated  out- 
side the  District. 

On  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions, 1949,  information  was  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  and  to  the  Surrey  County  Council  to  enable  them  to 
meet  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  as  to  the  registration 
of  milk  producers  and  the  licensing  of  Pasteurisation  plants,  the 
latter  duty  being  placed  on  the  Surrey  County  Council  by  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula- 
tions, 1949. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  had  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  milk  distributors  on  the  register  to  36  and  regis- 
tered dairy  premises  to  13. 

At  the  request  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  the  County’s  func- 
tions under  the  Special  Designations  Regulations  relating  to  the  in- 
spection and  supervision  of  Pasteurising  plants,  have  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  agents  for  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 
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Licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  for  the  production  or  sale 


of  designated  milk  as  follows : 

Licences  to  Pasteurise  (Holder)  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences : 

Pasteurised  Milk  13 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  12 

Sterilised  Milk  4 

Supplementary  Licences : 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  13 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  MILK  SAMPLING. 


During  the  year  356  samples  of  milk  were  taken.  The  following 
tables  show  the  total  number  of  samples  in  each  grade  and  the  cause 
of  failure  in  respect  of  samples  failing  to  reach  the  prescribed  stan- 
dard, or,  in  the  case  of  milk  not  designated,  the  standard  prescribed 
for  designated  raw  milk. 

Of  these  samples,  126  were  subjected  to  biological  examination 
by  guinea  pig  inoculation  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  In  one 
case  a positive  report  was  received  on  a sample. 

N.B. — Following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949,  at  1st  October,  1949,  the  examina- 
tion of  samples  for  B.  Coli  has  been  discontinued,  having  regard  to 
the  omission  of  this  test  from  these  Regulations. 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED. 

Total  Samples  Taken  Failing  Samples 

22  3 

Analysis  of  Samples. 


Methylene  Blue  ! 

Coliform  Bacillus 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

Absent 

Present  in 

1/10 

1/100 

1/1000 

19 

3 

11 

1 

2 

ACCREDITED. 

Total  Samples  Taken  Failing  Samples 

4 — 

Analysis  of  Samples. 


Methylene  Blue 

Coliform  Bacillus 

Biological 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

Absent 

Present  in 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

1/10 

1/100 

1/1000 

2 

i 

2 

— - 

— - 

2 

— 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED  (PASTEURISED) 
Total  Samples  Taken  Failing  Samples 

3 . — 

Analysis  of  Samples. 


Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

Test 

Not  Done — 
Temp : 

over 

65  deg. 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

2 

— 

1 

| 

3 

— 

PASTEURISED. 

Total  Samples  Taken  Failing  Samples 

199  7 

Analysis  of  Samples. 


Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

Test 

Not  Done — 
Temp  : 
over  65  deg. 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

139 

1 

59 

192 

7 

ORDINARY. 

Total  Samples  Taken  Failing  Samples  (by 

Designated  Standard) 
for  Raw  Milk 

127  26 

ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES. 


Methylene  Blue 

Coliform  Bacillus 

Biological 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

Absent 

Present  in 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Failed 

1/10 

1/100 

1/1000 

104 

20 

60 

18 

11 

8 

123 

1 
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STERILISED. 

Total  Samples  Taken.  Failing  Samples. 

1 — 

Analysis  of  Samples. 


f 

Turbidity  Test 

Satisfactory 

Failed 

1 

— 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODSTUFF. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

j 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

100% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 
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The  following  quantities  of  foodstuff  were  inspected  and  certi- 


fied as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Fresh  Meat  ... 

Sausage  Meat 
Tinned  Meat  ... 

Bacon 
Meat  Pies 
Fresh  Fish 
Tinned  Fish  ... 

Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Soups  and  Stews 
Tinned  Milk  ... 

Tinned  Jam  ... 

Cheese 
Butter 

Other  Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 
Total  


cwts.  qrs.  stns. 
4 1 — 


2 

2 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


lb. 

3 

12 

9 

3 

10 

6 

8 

9 

13 


11 

5 


oz. 

15 

10 

8 

15 

9 

1 

6 

8 


12 

13 


11 


— — 10  10 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  106  bacteriological  and  22  chemical  samples  of 
water  were  taken  from  public  and  private  estate  main  supplies  with- 
in the  District ; of  these,  a report  showing  the  water  to  be  unsatis- 
factory for  drinking  purposes  was  received  in  one  case,  but  on  inves- 
tigation it  was  found  that  this  arose  from  contamination  in  the  stor- 
age tank  at  the  premises,  and  following  cleansing  of  the  tank  a 
satisfactory  supply  was  provided. 

Fifteen  samples  were  taken  from  private  well  supplies,  and  in 
two  cases  report  showed  the  water  to  be  unsuitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.  In  one  case  a new  bore  was  sunk  and  an  ade- 
quate water  supply  provided,  and  in  the  second  case  the  Council  have 
agreed  to  the  extention  of  a main  supply  to  the  area  concerned,  and 
the  premises  will  eventually  be  connected  to  the  new  main  when  laid. 
Temporarily,  water  is  carted  to  the  dwelling  by  arrangement  be- 
tween the  owner  and  tenant. 

In  two  cases,  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  spring  supplies, 
one  of  which  was  reported  as  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  pur- 
poses, and  a main  supply  was  provided  to  the  dwelling. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES 
ACT,  1937,  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  FACTORIES. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Ix)c'al  Authority  

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority*  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises)  . 


Tola! 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Tf  AcntU  Al’ 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

44 

27 

95 

30 

3 

— . 

i . - 

. , . e 

139 

57 

3 

4 J v nun  LOT ) 

and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Con- 
struction (Sections  107  and  108  j 


2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

”No7  of  “ | 
Cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

I R('f('rred 

which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

... 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- .... 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

— 

- — 

— _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

n 

3 

3 

— 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive  

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

i 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

4 

4 

— 

3 

— - 
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MOVABLE  DWELLINGS, 


(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936— Section  269. 

During  the  year  16  licences  were  granted  for  1 lie  occupation  of 
movable  dwellings  within  the  District. 

One  licence  was  granted  for  the  use  of  land  at  Surrey  Hills, 
Albury,  as  a camping  site. 

(b)  The  Bogs  and  The  Quadrant,  Ash  Vale. 

During  the  year  these  areas  have  been  kept  under  close  obser- 
vation and  full  advantage  taken  of  the  Order  granted  by  the  magis- 
trates prohibiting  the  use  of  the  land  as  a site  for  movable  dwellings, 
and  in  all  cases  where  newcomers  have  set  up  tents  or  varavans  on 
the  land,  action  has  been  taken  against  them,  and  in  no  case  has  any 
new  encampment  been  established  without  the  Council’s  knowledge. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS’  YARDS. 

Licences  were  granted  for  the  use  of  premises  in  the  following 
parishes  as  slaughterhouses  during  the  year;  owing  to  the  restric- 
tion on  private  kiOmg,  or  no  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out : 


East  Horsley  „ , , . ..  ...  1 

Ripley  ...  , > ,,  1 

Shalford  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shere  ...  ...  . , 1 

Tongham  . . ...  . . . . 1 

Total  ...  ...  5 


Licences  were  granted  for  the  use  of  premises  in  the  following 
parishes  as  knackers’  yards:-- 


Arlington  , ...  . ..  1 

Ash  ...  , . . , . ...  2 


Total 


3 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  employment  of  a Rodent  Operative  lias  materially  assisted 
iii  dealing  with  complaints  received  as  to  rat  infestation  in  the  area, 
work  in  respect  of  which  was  previously  referred  to  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  who  acted  as  agents  for  the  District  Council. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Pests  Destruction  Act,  1949, 
on  31st  March,  1950,  will  make  this  work  compulsory  on  the  District 
Council,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Council  have  now  exercised 
their  prerogative  under  delegation  of  powers  from  the  Surrey  County 
Council  under  the  1919  Act,  they  will  be  able  to  meet  fully  their 
duties  under  the  new  Pests  Destruction  Act. 
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Work  has  been  concentrated  particularly  on  dealing  with  com- 
plaints as  to  rat  infestation,  the  number  of  which  has  risen  during 
the  year,  probably  due  to  the  knowledge  that  service  and  advice  is 
more  readily  available  and  to  the  more  active  work  being  carried  out 
particularly  on  the  house  to  house  survey  which  has  continued 
through  the  District.  One  man  with  a van  is  engaged  on  the  work, 
and  apart  from  difficulty  in  retaining  an  employee  in  the  work,  pre- 
sumably due  to  the  low  wage,  work  has  proceeded  satisfactorily.  No 
severe  infestations  have  been  found,  although  rat  infestation  appears 
general  in  the  District,  and  was  particularly  apparent  in  the  Tong- 
ham  area. 

The  house  to  house  inspection  made  through  the  Parishes  showed 
that  rat  infestation  existed  at  the  properties  visited  in  the  following 
degree 

Shalford  11.25% 

St.  Martha  21.39% 

Ripley  ...  17.08% 

Tongham  ...  28.50% 

All  properties  found  to  be  infested  were  treated  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  the  work  being  carried  out  free  in  respect  of  domestic 
premises,  a charge  being  made  for  work  at  commercial  premises  at 
a rate  of  5/-  per  hour  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment. 


SURVEY  OF  DISTRICT. 


Inspec- 

made 

tions 

Infestations  found 

! 

Visits  for 
treatment 

Reservoir 

Major 

Minor 

Mice 

744 

— 

25 

118 

4 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Com- 

plaints 

made 

Infestations  found 

Visits  for 
treat- 
ment 

Reservoir 

Major 

Minor 

Mice 

193 

1 

30 

166 

24 

1,113 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES, 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  was  continued  through  the  Dis- 
trict on  a fortnightly  rota  and  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  covering 
at  two  tips,  one  at  Stonebridge,  Shalford,  and  a smaller  tip  at  Frim- 
ley  Road,  Ash  Vale. 

In  each  case  tips  are  treated  periodically  for  rat  destruction 
and  with  insect  powders  to  prevent  fly  and  cricket  infestation ; the 
use  of  gammexane  powder  having  proved  most  effective  for  this 
purpose. 

Refuse  is  collected  by  means  of  side-loading  vehicles,  seven 
machines  being  engaged  on  this  work ; paper  being  collected  separ- 
ately in  trailers  attached  to  the  vehicles.  Difficulty  arose  on  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  merchant  to  cl-ear  the 
waste  paper  from  the  depot,  and  a considerable  stock  of  waste  paper 
was  accumulated,  but  the  bulk  of  this  was,  however,  lat-er  disposed 
of.  The  slump  in  waste  paper  had,  however,  the  effect  of  under- 
mining the  public  interest  in  paper  salvage,  with  a consequent  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  paper  mixed  with  the  house  refuse. 

(h)  Cleansing  of  Pail  Closets. 

Collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  Parish  of  Ash  and 
the  Tongham  area  of  Seale.  Twice  weekly  collection  is  made  at  754 
premises,  a further  116  being  subject  to  weekly  clearance. 

The  disposal  of  night  soil  continues  to  be  by  arrangement  of  the 
Farnborougli  Urban  District  Council,  who  receive  this  in  their  sewers 
for  treatment  in  the  sewage  works. 

During  the  year  a new  and  specially  adapted  600-gallon  vacuum 
tank  vehicle  was  provided  for  the  work  in  order  to  obviate  so  far  as 
possible  the  complaints  received  in  relation  to  the  old  method  of  col- 
lection by  way  of  an  open  tank  mounted  on  a lorry,  and  since  the 
introduction  of  the  vehicle  no  further  complaint  has  been  received 
of  smell  from  this  source. 

In  the  parishes  of  St.  Martha,  Shalford  and  Albury,  twice  weekly 
collection  is  made  from  119  premises.  The  work  is  done  in  the  even- 
ing with  the  tank  mounted  in  one  of  the  refuse  vehicles. 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  resolution,  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  continued  to  be  carried  out  free  of  charge  on  a request 
being  made  for  the  work  and  not  more  often  than  once  in  each  three 
monthly  period.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  vacuum  tank  vehicles, 
nine  of  which  are  employed.  It  was  again  found  that  the  heaviest 
demand  of  the  service  was  made  during  the  early  spring  months 
when,  owing  to  the  volume  of  requests  received,  some  delay  occurred 
in  carrying  out  the  work,  and  it  was  necessary  at  this  time  to  give 
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special  priority  to  certain  cases  when  nuisance  arose  from  the  over- 
flow of  cesspools.  Generally,  all  applications  are  dealt  with  strictly 
in  accordance  with  the  date  on  which  the  application  is  received, 
and  in  relation  to  the  date  of  the  last  emptying  of  the  cesspool  in 
question. 

A total  of  7,995  requests  were  received  in  the  year,  while  the 
number  of  cesspools  emptied  amounted  to  7,955,  involving  the  removal 
of  15,961  loads  of  sewage. 

Disposal,  where  possible,  was  to  main  sewers  by  agreement  with 
the  Boroughs  of  Guildford  and  Aldershot  and  the  Urban  District  of 
Farnborough.  The  Council  rent  one  site  at  Elm  Hill,  Normandy, 
where  sewage  is  tipped  for  disposal  on  the  land,  and  in  other  areas 
sewage  is  disposed  of  on  private  land  by  agreement  with  farmers. 

P.  MEDDOWS  TAYLOR, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Officer. 


